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HIGHLIGHTS GRAPHICAL ABSTRACT
•	 Swift and impactful measures are vital 

to curb greenhouse gas emissions and 
limit global warming to 1.5°C.

•	 A historic departure in global attitudes 
toward fossil fuels indicates a potential 
turning point in combating climate 
change. 

•	 The intrinsic link between climate 
change and global health, emphasising 
the need for policies that prioritise 
well-being for both the environment 
and human societies, should be 
acknowledged.

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article History:
Submitted final draft: 22 December 2023 
Accepted: 22 December 2023
Published: 15 January 2024

Keywords: 
Fossil fuel phase-out, COP, climate 
change, food security.

This manuscript highlights the ever-growing urgency to take 
climate change seriously and address its implications. In the 
midst of today’s global challenges, the recently concluded 
28th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28) stands 
out as a significant moment in our ongoing struggle against 
global warming and the pursuit of planetary well-being. The 
deal struck at this crucial world gathering signifies a shared 
realisation of the pressing need to shift away from fossil 
fuel, opting instead for sustainable practices that safeguard 
both our planet and its inhabitants. Considering our profound 
commitment to environmental sustainability, planetary 
health and the intersection of climate change, food security 
and health, this editorial perspective delves into the latest 
developments from COP28, exploring their implications and 
charting a course for a more sustainable future.
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Addressing Climate Change as a Global Health 
Crisis
From a planetary viewpoint, the intricate 
interplay between climate change and 
human health is undeniable. The impact 
of rising temperatures, extreme weather 
events and evolving disease patterns are 
already disproportionately affecting vulnerable 
populations. As we grapple with the challenges 
posed by climate change, it becomes essential to 
view this crisis through the lens of public health, 
enacting policies that prioritise the well-being 
of both the environment and human societies 
(Haines & Frumkin, 2021).

For the first time in the history, the COP28 
agreement recognises the intrinsic link between 
climate change and global health. This paves 
the way for the formulation of comprehensive 
strategies that not only address climate change, 
but also safeguard the health of present and 
future generations.

Sustainable Agriculture and Food Security
Agriculture, although being vulnerable to climate 
change, plays a crucial role in both contributing 
to and mitigating the environmental challenges. 
The global focus on sustainable farming aligns 
with the need to ensure food security while 
minimising the ecological footprint in food 
production (Walsh et al., 2020).

Sustainable agriculture is not just an 
alternative; it is has become a necessity. A 
worldwide emphasis on promoting regenerative 
farming practices and reducing the environmental 
impact of food production could reflect a 
holistic approach to addressing the intertwined 
challenges of climate change and food security.

The Role of Science and Innovation
As we embark on this transformative journey 
towards sustainability, the significance of scientific 
research and innovation cannot be overstated. 
Investments in cutting-edge technologies, renewable 
energy solutions and nature-based interventions 
are integral parts of the global strategy to combat 
climate change (Mgomezulu et al., 2023).

The Urgency for Change
The urgency surrounding climate change and 
its far-reaching impacts on planetary health has 
never been more evident. The latest scientific 
assessments underscore the necessity for swift 
and impactful measures to rein in greenhouse gas 
emissions, combat environmental degradation 
and protect the intricate ecosystems that sustain 
life on Earth (Nguyen et al., 2023).

Undeniably, human activities are causing 
unprecedented shifts in the Earth’s climate, 
where temperatures are rapidly rising. This leads 
to severe consequences, most notably the rise 
of sea levels due to the melting of glaciers and 
polar ice caps that threaten to overwhelm low-
lying nations within this century. Others include 
ocean acidification and extreme weather that 
threatens food security. Therefore, immediate 
and transformative measures are non-negotiable 
in limiting global warming to 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels and preventing its catastrophic 
consequences to the environment (IPCC, 2022). 
To achieve this objective, nations would have 
to make painful sacrifices to halve their carbon 
emissions by 2030 and become net-zero emitters 
by 2050. 

COP28 Agreement: A Shift in Fossil Fuel 
Dependency? 
The COP28 agreement signals a historic 
departure in global attitudes towards fossil 
fuels. The recognition that we are entering the 
twilight of the fossil fuel era serves as a stark 
acknowledgement of past missteps, while 
offering a hopeful stride towards a sustainable 
future.

Arguably, the COP28 agreement could 
potentially mark a turning point in our collective 
commitment to combat climate change. The 
gradual reduction of fossil fuel usage and 
push for renewable energy sources represent 
a fundamental shift in how we approach 
sustainable energy production and consumption 
(COP28 Agreement, 2023).
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COP28, we have a unique opportunity to forge 
a path that ensures a thriving, resilient planet for 
generations to come.
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